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WiKe-mmaking on an Islaund in Lako
Eric.#

A letter té the Ohio Slate Journal gives the
following account of grape-growing and wine-mukivg
on Kelley's Isiand on Lake Erie:

Grapevines were planted on tho island more than
twenty years ago, and aro yet in gouG bearing condi-
tion—1n tact the oldest vine on the island 18 to.day
as prolific o bearer as any of the more recent vines,
The varieties of grapes planted src tho Catawbs,
Isabells, Delawaro aud Concord; many other varie.
\1e8 are represented by o Iew vies, vut nice-tenths
of the wine made on the island ia mado from
the Catawba, In 1853 Mr, CEARLES CARPEN-
cer had one acre in  grapee. He gold
grapes from tho crop to the amount of
$£100. Nine rows of Isabella vines yicided him
1,575 pounds of grapes, from which lie made 200 gal-
lons of wine, He gatiered 2,270 pounds of Cataw-
bas, but sold most of them for tablo use, and from
the remsinder he manufactured 130 gallons of wine,
1n 1857 the firsc quality of his Catawabe * must”
showed a specific gravity of 78 degrees, and with the
addiion ol six ounces of sugur, showcd 00 degrees,
Of this quality ho made 967 gallons, His No. 2 Ca-
tuwba © must” showed 67 degrees, but with the addi-
tion of twalve ounces of sugar was 100 degrees; of
this he made 178 gallons. The Isabelia *must”
showed 58 degrees, with eiglit ennces of sugar, 85
degrees, 245 pallona. Mr. KeLLEY, in 1857, made 38V
goliong. In 1857 there were about seveuty acres in
grapes on the island, ounc-haif of which were set out
that Spring. .

The lending wine-growers! on the island more
than & year ago formed a joint stock company of
$1C0,000 capital; $90,000 of ihe capital has been
taken, and payments amounting to thirty-tive per
cent. have bean made, The Company have confract-
cd for the grapes on 150 acres, the ‘* must’* of which
must be equivalent to a standard of 85 degraes. The
Company owns o wine-cellar with a atorage ot 800,000
gallons, There ara now somo 12,000 gallons of wine
on nand io it, and they intend to fill it with the vin-
tage of this year, Tho Company has employed a
very intelligent German {rom near the Rhine, who
from youth was brought up to wine-making, Ho was
employed last year, and his manulacture of ihe vin-
tage of 18066 gives fattering promise of being the
best wino ever made in Ohio; it certainly is very far
gaperior to that mado bere in former years, To mo
it is very evident that much of grape-culfure and
wine-making is yet to Do learned betore Ohio
will produce o wine in every respect equal o that
made by that toillsome, patient and somowhat stolid
triba of the Teutonic race—the Bwabians on the
Rhine.

Aside from the company's collar, thers are eight
other ccllars on the isiana, whose aggregate cavacily
doer not excecd that of tho Company's alone. The
Companuy have ade preparations and arrangemernts
to manutacture g first-class article of Catawba brandy,
Wino and vine-growing must be fully as remuncra-
tive gs potroicuin stock, When I first vis.ted the
island in 1850, there were scveral men employed as
Jaborers, workmg for $12 {o 316 per month; with {ho
gsuvings of theso limited carnings they purchased
soveral acres of land, planted them in grapes, and
to-day buve notonly com‘oriable, but really elegant
homes, are free of debt, and have an annual incomo
of trom $3,000 to $£5,000. Ablout that period of tino
a Germen lundcd on the ieland with $600 1n cash—
Liis entire worldly forluno. He vaid $400 of 1t for a
few acreg, planted them 1n grapes, and Iam told that
he now is worth over r‘,iﬁu.{_}Ui)-.-all madc out of his
{ow ncres o0f grapes, by indomitab.e persgveranco,
untiring industiry ond unyielding energy. Is not
this an exumple well worthy of imitation? Relley’s
island and the luke shore are not the only places
where o sure roward awaits oarnest and pationt m-
dustry. I am wiiling to admit that the lako itsolf ig
ot covrsiderabio advantage 1n modifying tho meteoro-
logical influences for grape-growing; but there are
many other pointsin Ohio wlhere grape-growing can
be mode just as profitablo as here.

The success which geemed to hover around every
ono who engaged earncs:ly in vine-culiure or wine-
making, produced, ag may wcll be imagined, quite a
mauin tot vineyards. Put-in-Bay Island is being rap-
idiy convorted into a large vineyard; North Bass
Island 18 rapidly filling with the vine; the Peninsula
has many acres, and round about Sandunsky possibly
one thousand acres are in grapes. 1donot approve
of ‘¢ guessing,’ but could gain no definito statistics;
and can only kay iu supporsof o “‘thousand-acre”
guess, that on tho road irom Sandusky City {o Venice
Shero is literally almost a continuous vineyard for a
distance of about fivo ioiles, and ihe entire suburbg
of Sandusky City are simply a vast vineyard—hcere
fifty acres, there ten, there twenty, over there fifty-
four, bere 8ix, there twenty-five, &o.

At no period since gr.npc-growing,was commenced
Las thero been promise of 8o bountiful a yield of
grapcs a8 the preson: season gives. Those best situ-
ated for tho manufacture of wine are ol opinion that
not more than half of the crop, should the prosent
promising condition be fully realized at the ** gather-
ing,’’ or harvest, cau possibly be made into wine;
{he grapes on Kclloy's 1sland alono will make 240,000

pallons,
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